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haying been waking, as is said, all night, he laid
him down to sleep. He was no sooner fallen into a
deep sleep, but he dreamed that he saw, or, to
speak it in the language of the East, the ancient
father, the venerable stranger, appeared to him
again in a dream.

He was most agreeably surprised with the sight
of him, and according to the Eastern custom fell at
his feet, embracing his knees, and with all the pas-
sionate expressions which he had used before, ex-
postulated with him, that he should leave him so in
the dark, and half informed, after having assured
him that he would fully let him into the knowledge
of that most important secret.

The vision, on the contrary, seemed displeased,
and looked at him with a less smiling and pleasant
countenance than he had done before, when he was
awake ; and with a stern voice asked him wherefore
he called after him so importunately, when he had
stayed so long with him, and had so fully informed
him. of all things he could desire.

O my father! says the Arabian, (though himself
a hundred and fifty years old,) did not you put me
in expectation that you would likewise inform me
of what mighty importance this frightful comet
should be to Pharaoh, and to his kingdom, and to
the country where we are, that I might obtain
the favour of the king, and be accepted for my ex-
traordinary wisdom and knowledge among the peo-
ple ?

Thou fool! says the vision harshly: O thou of
weak and empty judgment! was it not sufficient to
thee, that I had let thee know it was no new thing,
nothing out of the course of nature, but a comet or
star of a different kind from, and remoter position
than the rest; that it came to be visible here only
in the course of its ordinary revolution, and may
perhaps appear just in the same manner, and in the